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Forest School

1. Introduction

1.1. This document scts our the school’s curriculum aims.

1.2. The ‘owners’ of this document are the Deputy Head Academic and the Head of the
Preparatory School, who arc responsible for ensuring the regular collation, review and
revision of its contents.

1.3. Wherce possible, content from other Forest School Policics has not been duplicated in this
document. The following Policics, therefore, may be regarded as linked to this document

and may bc understood in conjunction with it:

e Lcarning Support Policy

e English as an Additional Language Policy
e Bchaviour Policy

e Bchaviour Policy (Prep)

e PSHEE Policy

e RSHE Policy (scnior and prcp)

e Safcguarding and Child Protection Policy
e Tcaching and Learning Policy

e Adapted Curriculum Policy

2. Academic Curriculum Policy
(Whole School including EYFS)

2.1 Forest School provides full-time supervised cducation for pupils between 4 and 18 years of age
(Reception to Y13). Forest School provides them with experience in linguistic, mathematical,
scientific, technological, human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative cducation. Pupils arc
cducated, as appropriate, in Forest Preparatory School (Reception to Y6 and including Early Years
Foundation Stagc provision) and Forest Senior School (Y7 to Y13). This policy document relates to
the cducation of all Forest School pupils, from Reception to Y13.

3. Aims of the Curriculum

3.1 Thec aims of the Forest School curriculum arc to promotc the intcllecrual, spiritual, moral,
cultural, social and physical development of all pupils, reflecting the school’s aims and cthos. The
curriculum is designed to cncourage all pupils to become engaged, independent, responsible and
committed life-long learners. The curriculum acknowledges the syncrgy between academic, co-
curricular and pastoral strands of cducation, and sccks to provide opportunitics for pupils to
cxpericnce, understand and articulare the ways in which the characteristics of excellence in learning

can bC ClCanﬂSt['ﬂth and cnhanccd in 4ny arca Of SChOOl llfC

3.2 Curricular breadth carly on allows pupils to discover and pursuc individual interests; increasing
opportunitics to specialise further up the school arc available, so that pupils can pursuc cnthusiasms
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in preparation for further study or professional development after school. Our curriculum is
acadcmically challenging and caters for the range of pupil abilitics. Attention is paid to the need for
pupils to acquirc speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy skills.

3.3 Curriculum content is always appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of pupils, including thosc
identified as requiring extended challenge and thosc identificd as having special educational needs
and disabilitics. Although the school’s entrance requirements mean that all pupils have a strong
command of English, EAL support is provided when required. Thosc pupils with a statement of
special cducational needs and disabilitics, or with a formally diagnosed learning difference will have
appropriatc support as stipulated in the Learning Support Policy.3.4 The School’s curriculum is
inclusive and recogniscs the diversity of its pupil body. We aim to cnsurc that cach pupil has the
opportunity to lcarn and make progress as appropriate to their individual needs, interests and
abilitics, and we encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected
characteristics sct out in the 2010 Equalitics Act(a). We take carc to incorporatc a rangc of
academic cxperiences that respect fundamental British Values, such as democracy, the rule of law,
individual libcrty_, mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. The curriculum is
designed to ensure that it does not discriminate against any pupil on the grounds of age, cthnicity,
gcndcr, social class, scxual oricntation, or disabﬂity, and conrains componcnts that hclp pupils to

understand the causes of such discrimination and the neced to remove them.

3.5 As the renowned educationalist, author and blogger Tom Sherrington puts it, the case for a
‘knowledge-rich curriculum’ is also strong. Acquiring powerful knowledge is an end itself; we are all
empowered through knowing things. This cannot be left to chance if we want to develop ‘rounded
and grounded’ citizens with a host of strong character traits. And those citizens will indeed emerge
from Forest when pupils are immersed in a knowledge-rich curriculum packed with experiences and
driven by a strong set of values about what matters; a curriculum which has soul, moral purpose,
and humanity.

Units of work are mapped in statements that detail the knowledge to be learned. We do not merely want
to ‘do the Romans’; we want children to gain some specified knowledge of the Romans as well as a broad
overview. Likewise, we want children to know specific things about plants and about the Amazon
Rainforest: the Second World War: Romeo and Juliet and climate change: and thereby having more than
a general sense of a topic through vaguely remembered knowledge encounters.

Instead, a good knowledge-rich curriculum embraces central ideas from cognitive science about
memory, forgetting and the power of retrieval practice. Knowledge needs to be stored in our pupils’
long-term memories so that they can later access and build on it, forming an ever wider and deeper
understanding. Beyond the knowledge specified for each separate unit, such knowledge will be
strategically sequenced, for example, within a timeline for historical events; a sense of the canon in
literature; a sense of place, all to ensure a greater depth of understanding.

4. The Academic Curriculum: EYFS to Y6 (The Preparatory School)

4.1 Forcest Preparatory School secks to provide the highest standards of tcaching & lcarning,
underpinned by a challenging, ambitious, and relevant curriculum. Our forward-thinking curriculum
is designed to provide pupils with the skills they need not only be successful in their school carcer,
bur to lay the foundation for our pupils to succeed in the wider world. The breadeh and varicry of

our curriculum means pupils cnjoy the learning process, actively seck challenge, mainrain high
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cxpectations of themsclves, and appreciate the importance of taking responsibility. Our curriculum
offering actively promotes sclf-regulation, positive decision making, and working in closc

collaboration with others in the Forest communirty.

4.2 At 4+ pupils enter the Pre-Prep department, where they are taught in small classes. Pupils start
in Reception and follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. This incorporates all scven
arcas of lcarning: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development,
Communication and Language, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, and Expressive
Arts and Design. In Year Onc and Ycar Two, we continuc a rich curriculum bascd on the National
Curriculum combined with a creative curriculum. QOur creative curriculum incorporates subject arcas
such as: Science, the Humanitics and the Arts; with English and Mathematics taught as individual
subjccts. All Pre-Prep pupils arc taught Computing, Drama, Music, Dance, PE and swimming by
subjcct specialists, with the addition of Mandarin from Year One, and a varicty of co-curricular
activitics.

4.3 In Ycars three to six, English, Mathematics, Science, Geography, History, Economics, Art,
PSHEE and Religious Education arc taught by Preparatory School teachers and there is specialist
teaching in Mandarin, Compuring, Enginccring, PE, Dance, Drama, Games, Music and
Instrumental Music tuition.

4.4 A widc varicty of co-curricular activitics arc also offered to pupils of all ages throughout the
school day. The computing facilitics within the Prcparatory School arc excellent and arc cxtcnsivcly
used to support lcaming across our curriculum. The broad curriculum is carcfull}r structurcd and

cnsurcs that pupils arc well prepared for the transfer to the Scnior School.

4.5 A programmec of Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) is taught from
Reception to Year 6 and reflects the School’s aims and cthos. A formal, planned Pastoral curriculum
is delivered by form tutors. Details of this programme arc set out in the Preparatory PSHE and RSE
Subjcct Schemes of Work. All pupils arc well prepared for the opportunitics, responsibilitics and

cxpericnces of life in British socicty.

4.6 This Curriculum Policy is supported by subject-specific guidance and schemes of work for cach

subjcct.
4.7 Schemes of Work and subject lead guidance is found in MS Teams

4.8 It is also supported by teaching and learning guidance which can be found in the Preparatory
School Staff Handbook.

5. The Academic Curriculum: Y7 to Y11

5.1 The Academic Curriculum in Y7 to Y11 aims to develop pupils as responsible, increasingly
independent, and metacognitive learners. A common language of learning characteristics is deployed
across these year groups, codified in the ‘Forest Learner” framework. Emphasis is laid on pupils taking
responsibility for their learning (Responsibility), being explicitly awarc of where their learning is
going (Dircction) and developing the strategics to reach their learning goals (Strategics).

5.2 From Scptember 2024, pupils at Forest will study the broadest possible foundational curriculum,
titled “The Academic Core Curriculum’. They will study as wide a range of subjects as possible in Year
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7, 8 and 9, to expericnce cducational breadth and to develop the widest possible range of skills and
knowlcdgc. These include linguistic_, litcrary, mathematical, scicntific, tcchnological, digital,
human, and social, physical, acsthetic and creative learning opportunitics.

5.3 In Y10 and Y11 pupils usually takec 9 GCSE or IGCSE courscs, and also the Higher Project
Qualification Level 2. This latter qualification provides pupils with important academic skills and

the opportunity to cngage in a substantial picce of independent rescarch. Some pupils also study
Further or Additional Mathemarics in Year 11.

5.4 Impartial carcers guidance is available to all pupils of the Senior School and Prep School, this is
mainly delivered by our Futures Department. Advice about GCSE and post-16 courscs is available,
and, through closc association with the tutorial system, RSHE syllabus (replacing PSHEE/Wellbeing)
and other opportunitics, pupils know how their own strengths and interests relate to the world of
work, to lcarn about different carcers and opportunitics, to obrain individualised guidance, to gain
work cxpericnce and information about a broad range of training, cducation and occupations beyond
school.

5.5 Forest School ensurcs cffective transition for all pupﬂs towards futurc life choices and focuses on

preparing pupils for active participation in ‘British Socicty’ (as defined by Home Officc Prevent

Stratcgy). Forest School has regard to DIE guidance: Careers guidance and access for education and
raining providers, October 2018

5.6 A comprchensive programme of RSHE is taught to all pupils in Y7 to Y9 within the timctable.
RSHE 'drop-down scssions’ arc also dclivered to all pupils in Y10 in line with the RSHE
curriculum, which is reviewed annually by the Head of RSHE. Year 11 will reecive RSHE lessons
within their curriculum following the completion of the HPQ by the end of Year 10. Through this
programmc and the tutorial system cffective preparation for the opportunitics, responsibilitics, and
cxperiences of life in British society is given.

5.7 A programme of digital skills training is undertaken in Y7 and reinforced thereafter. All
pupils bring their own digital devices to all lessons and reccive ongoing training in the

responsible and cffective usc of these.

5.8 From Scptember 2024, pupils in Year 7 and 8 will also have a timetabled lesson in Dialectic
and Civics once per fortnight. The purposc of this education is to ensure that they deeply
understand the fabric of British socicty, the operation of political institutions at the local,
national, and civic level and learn how to be an engaged and responsible citizen. They will
develop a greater understanding and awarcness of democracy, the importance of civil
socicty, how modern burcaucracics function and the role of the judiciary in C21st Britain.
This course will be asscssed orally with a view to develop pupils’ oracy capabiliics. A large
strand of the Dialectic and Civics curriculum will be centred on developing their awarcness
of narrative, rhetorical devices, deceptive and manipulative usc of dara and ‘fact’ and the
deconstruction of ‘fake news’. This coursc is designed to build civic litcracy and a
foundartional understanding of the role and power of argument, this will then be supported

tll['Ongh tl]Cil' ]Jl'Og['CSS thl’Ongh thC CLll'l'iCLllLlln Of OtllC[' subjccts.
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6. Setting in the Senior School

6.1 Some subjccts from Year 8 until Year 11 arc scr according to arrainment and progress in the
subject to date. These include English and Mathematics. The remainder of the subjects arc taught
in forms. Within cach form or band, pupils arc organised partly alphabetically, partly to cnsurc a
balance of gender, and partly to avoid too many from onc Prep or Primary School being in the
same form or sct. Decisions regarding form sctring are taken by the Head of Section; decisions
regarding attainment sctting in English and Mathematics arc taken by the Head of Department in
conjunction with the Deputy Head Academic and the Deputy Head of Scction (Academic). There

is no sctting in the Sixth Form and pupils arc grouped by subject choice and ‘block’.

6.2 Where pupils arc sct by attainment and progress, sctting never suggests that there is a ceiling to
achicvement or ability. Attainment, progress, and ability arc discrete definitions of achievement and
aptitude and mcan different things. We cxpect all Forest Learncrs to achicve execllent outcomes in

public cxaminations irrespective of the sct in which they arc placed for English or Mathematics.
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6.3 Pupils in cach sct have access to the same resources and learning opporrunitics. The pace of
delivery and consolidation may differ, but we expect all scts to cover the same core curriculum. By
way of illustration, in English diffcrent scts may usc different texts but cover similar themes, generic
conventions and progress to similar lcarning outcomes. Pupils in cach st will also sit the same final

public examination and internal cxamination.

6.4 The cxception to this might be an Adapted Curriculum set, who might pursuc a slightly
modificd curriculum to best support thosc learners. Information about Adapted Curriculum can be
found scparatcly in the Adapted Curriculum Policy. Parents and carcrs arc fully informed abour all

decisions raken with regards to Adapred Curriculum scts.

6.5 Efforts arc raken to ensure that where serting for aptitude occurs it is kepr confidential. We do

not wish to discmpower pupils or suggest there is a ceiling to their ability or achicvement.

6.6 Where sctring based on attainment occurs this is reviewed annually by the Head of
Department, in conjunction with the Deputy Head (Academic) and the Deputy Head of Section
(Academic). Holistic progress data from across the year is considered when formalising sctting in
English and Mathcmatics for the following year. Sctting is never based on final outcomes in onc

asscssment, this includes the End of Year Examination

6.7 Forest School policy is not to review scrting within the academic year or cycle. This is becausc it
is generally felt that set changes, mid-year, have the porential to disrupt the normal rthythm of
lcarning. Requests to move scts mid-year arc usually rcjected on the grounds thae: i) there may be
logistical issucs with how subjects arc ‘blocked” within the timetable which would mean that one set
change might impacr other subjects and lead to much disruption, resulting in a pupil having to
move classes {(and teachers) in several subjects, ii) we belicve that the relationship between the
teacher and the pupil is of utmost importance and disrupting this rclationship mid-flow might be

disruptive.

7. The Academic Curriculum: Y12-Y13 (Sixth Form)

7.1 The Sixth Form sces further specialisation and preparation for the opportunitics, responsibilitics
and cxpericnces of adulr life beyond school. The need to develop pupils as responsible, increasingly
independent, and metacognitive learners through the deployment of the Forest Learner code of
learning characteristics is continucd and developed in this Key Stage.7.2 The Sixth Form curriculum
is arranged within a framework known as the Forest Personal Development Curriculum. This
curriculum was developed at Forest in consultation with 20 major UK universitics and employers,
and draws together academic, co-curricular, super- curricular, communications, community and
compcteney -based learning into a coherent cntity. Alongside their core academic qualifications
(threc A Levels and an Extended Project Qualification for most pupils), pupils complete courscs

developed at Forest School in a range of subjects to preparc for life after school, an online digital
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skills coursc, Next Steps training (university admissions and Carcers), community scrvice and work
cxpericnee placements, communications and supcr-curricular and co-curricular activitics. All pupils
take part in fortnightly reflective discussions about their pathway through the Diploma in Academic
Monitoring tutorials with Tutors, and in two Vivas, conducted in the Lower and Upper Sixth Form

ycars.

7.3 Corc Academic study is offered in the form of A Level (inc]uding Intcrnational A Level) and
Extended Project qualifications. Most pupils take three A Level courses (although thosc taking
Further Maths A Level complete four A Levels in total). All pupils also submit an Extended Projcct
Qualification as part of their Sixth Form academic curriculum at Forest. All pupils also complete the
requircments for the Forest Diploma curriculum.

7.4 There arc 26 different subjects offered in the Sixth Form, and the offer available is reviewed
regularly.

7.5 Pupils arc taught in smaller tcach'mg groups than in Key Stage 3 or Key Stage 4, typically no
larger than 16 pupils, and often much smaller. This allows teachers to offer more individual support.

7.6 In addition to formal A Level subjects and Diploma courscs, pupils attend weekly Sixth Form
‘Look Out!’ lectures by eminent visiting or in some cascs internal speakers covering a range of political
or cultural issucs.7.7 This Curriculum Policy is supportcd by subjcct spcciﬁc guidancc and schemes
of work for cach subjcct. The nature of these schemes of work is detailed in the Teaching and Learning
Policy ‘Pl:mning and Curriculum’ strand. Dcpartments arc given auronomy in producing schemes of
work that best suit their subjcct and dcpartmcnt, but nonctheless must fulfil the aims and pcdagogical
principles sct out in this policy and in the Teaching and Learning Policy.

7.8 SMSC is embedded throughout the school, and includes all that is donc to cncourage pupils to

think about the kind of people they arc and aspirc to be, and the kind of world they aspite to create.
This is achicved through the curriculum itsclf as well as the House System and Chaplainey.

8. RSHE Curriculum

8.1 Forest School has a scparatc RSHE Policy which scts out the curriculum aim, intent and purposc

of the RSHE curriculum.

9. Homework (Senior School)

9.1 Homework is sct by Forest teachers to help pupils to get into the habit of working independently
and without direct supervision.

9.2 Homework quantitics arc allocated to pupils in Y7-Y11, with the dual purposc of ensuring pupils
do cnough to support their learning and simultancously helping them to know when to stop. A
homework timetable is produced for all pupils which indicates when they can expect homework’s to
be sct. Teachers arc asked to stick to this rigidly, and pupils arc advised to do homework’s on the
nights on which they arc set.

Curriculum Policy 2a Page 9 of 18



Forest School

9.3 In Y7-Y11 pupils arc sct homework as follows:

Ycar Group “T'otal Homework| Individual Homecwork sct per| Amount of
Timc’ per day: Homework day ‘Extended
pupils should sit | durations Learning
down to work for Timc’ per
this amount of day

time cach day
Y7 lhr 15 mins 30 mins 2 15 mins

3 (night of

Computer Scicnee

homework
Y8 1hr 30 mins 30 mins Max 3 15 mins
Y9 lhr 45 mins ¢. 30 mins Max 3 15 mins
Y10-11 2hr c. 40 mins Max 3 15 mins

In the Sixth Form, tcachers sct the appropriate amount, cnsuring it is not cxcessive. The aim is thar
sixth formers spend roughly the same amount of time c[omg privatc study as they do in lessons in
cach subject.

Whilst Sixth Form workloads arc more difficult to regulate. The gencral guidelines arc as follows:

Four to six hours per subject per week making about 20 hours of work outside the classroom in
total including the EPQ, much but not all of which should be spent on completing homework
tasks and consolidating and revising marcrial thoroughly. Thosc with three full subjects only should
spend five to six hours per subject.

Pupils should be given time, usually a weck, to do a major picce of work — they should not be set
lengthy preps duc'in the next day or two, and preps should not normally be dic in the following
ay unless there is an unusual timerable pattern, and the task is short.

9.4 The short period of “Extended Learning Time’ cach evening should be used by pupils to carry
out ‘Extended Learning’ of any kind. Pupils arc advised that meaningful Extended Learning Time
activitics include the following:

e Additional rime spent completing a task

¢ Producing revision materials for later

e Reviewing targets/reading and reflecting on Feedback Records

e Reviewing/re-doing/corrceting asscssed work

e Planning, reading ahcad

e Extension activitics

e Extended rescarch or project-bascd activitics

® Rceading a rclated academic book, blog, broadshect newspaper or scholarly periodical (for
cxample: National Geographic, History Today, New Scientist, The Economist, New
Yorker, The Spectator, Prospect).
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e Engaging with the Super-Curricular Guide for their year group and subject
e and anything clsc that helps pupils to become sclf-motivated, independent, curious

and purposcful individuals during total allocated homework time.

9.5 Pupils arc given access to an online planner via Microsoft Teams in which to record

homework that can be downloaded onto their own devices and mobile telephones.

9.6 Tasks arc sct by the tcacher, by 4.30pm, on the allocared day for that subject as per the
homework timetable {(for Years 7 — 11).

10. Preparatory School Homework (Prep) Guidance

10.1 Rationale

P[‘CPR[’RtO['Y SChOO]. (homcwork) is iﬂlpO[’tRHt {:Ol' a llLllan[' Of rcasorns.

e It supports and reinforces learning, so may not always involve writing, but might be a
gamc to be playcd_, things to mcasurcfwcigh, rcading or using fricnds and famil}? as a
resource

¢ devclops and maintains links between school and home. Parents arc able to support
their child’s learning

® cncourages independent learning

e provides opportunitics for personal rescarch.  The ability to rescarch using books and
the Internet is a vital skill.

e should not be stress provoking or viewed as a punishment and work sct will be appropriate
to the pupil’s individual needs

e develops good work habits and organisational skills in preparation for life in Senior
School

In addition, prep is a time when missed/incomplete work needs to be made up.

10.2 Pre-Prep

In the pre-prep children arc cxpected to be reading daily. Children arc provided with Reading
Records for parents to make records of reading with their child cach night. Homework is
handed out on a Friday and collected on a Wednesday, Homework will be marked and sent
back home the following Friday.  In the Trinity Term, Year 2 will be sct homework twice
a week (one English and one Maths) to help with the transition to Year 3, where prep is sct
daily. Onc homework will be sct on a Friday and duc in on a Wednesday, and another
homework will be sct on a Wednesday to be handed in on a Friday.

‘ Yecar ‘ Work ‘

Curriculum Polic,y 2a Page 11 of 18



Forest School

EYES Phonics

Handwriting

Maths

1&2 Phonics

Spelling & Handwriting

Maths

10.3 Years3to 6

Prep is sct cvery day for all pupils in Years 3 — 6. Form tcachers preparc their form’s prep
timetable in accordance with the guidelines given below and in conjunction with their pupils’
subject teachers. Each year group has a sct time allocation per evening, pupils arc cxpected to
be able to complete their prep within this time. Pupils arc provided with Prep diaries in
which to record the task assigned for Prep. It is the pupil’s own responsibility to record this
cach day. Parcnts much sign the Prep diary daily to acknowledge homework has been
completed.

Year Written work

3 1 x 20mins Spelling & Handwriting

1 x 20mins English

2 x 20 mins Maths

Plus daily rcading (10mins}) and practising

spellings and rimestables
4 1 x 20 mins Spclling & Handwriting

1 x 20 mins Grammar or Comprchcnsion

2 x 20 mins Marhs

Plus daily reading (10mins} and practising
spellings and timestables

5 1 x 30 mins Maths

1 x 15 mins Maths

1 x 30 mins Grammar

1 x 15 mins Spelling & Handwriting
1 x 30 mins Scicnee

1 x 30 mins History or Geography

Plus daily reading (15mins} and practising
spellings and timestables
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2 x 30mins English
2 x 30mins Maths
1 x 30mins Scicnce

History, Geography and RE on occasion,
with a weck to complere.

Plus daily reading and practising spellings

10.4 Guidelines for Homework/Prep
Preps should be a mixture of discrect, written cxcrciscs completed in cxcrcisc books or
using assignments on MS Tecams, an occasion for finishing off work, the completion of
workshccts or sct homework activitics on online platforms such as Education City_,
Activelcarn, Century Tech and /or Timctables Rockstars. Neat presentation is as important
for prep as it is for class work.

e Ifthe complc:tion of a writing task is sct as a Prcp, the majority of the writing should have
been done in school and the point reached in class should be indicated.

e DPrep that requires rescarch (whether internct or book bascd) should only be set on
weckends.

e Ar certain points during the school year pupils will be expected to learn words for
productions, asscmblics and concerts.

e DPrep cxerciscs arc to be differentiated, where appropriate, to cnsurc that the more able
pupils arc challenged and that the less able pupils have a sensc of achicvement on
complction of their Prep.

e Assignments or project work, intended to last more than one Prep, arc to be set in
managcable parts with guidance given, plus the criteria for marking. They arc to be
marked regularly so that ongoing feedback is provided and a burdensome amount of
work docs not build up duc to procrastination.

e Prep should be collected in during registration cvery morning, marked in accordance with
the Preparatory School’s Marking Policy and returned to pupils.

After school hours pupils need to have a balance of work, rest and play.  The above arc
rcasonable amounts of time if the pupil is focused on the task sct. Should a Prep take much
longer parents arc asked to stop their child and write a note in the Prep Diary explaining the

problem. If, for any rcason, Prep is not sct this should be stated in the Prep Diary.

10.5 Use of the Internet

When sctting a rescarch Prep many pupils will wish to usc the Internet. This is acceptable as
long as the following provisos arc taken into consideration:

e that family rules about access to and usc of the Internet arc respected
e that pupils arc taught that what they read on the Internet cannor be taken as ‘gospel’ and
that they will need to cross-check their facts — using the Internct as a rescarch tool is a
skill which nceds to be taught and reinforced
Curriculum Policy 2a Page 13 0f 18



Forest School

that a page/pages printed from the Internet does not constitute Prep done.

11. The Role of Parents

Parents have a vital rolc to play in their child’s cducation, and Prep is an important part of this

process. Parents arc invited to support their child as they feel necessary and to provide them

with an cnvironment that allows them to do their best. Prep is best done in an environment

frec from distractions. In Years 3-6 parcnts arc asked to check the Prep diary every evening

and to initial it. Specific concerns should be discussed with the subject teacher.

12. Additional material

This Curriculum Policy is supportcd by schemes of work in cach of the following subjccts

which can be found on the PS Team on the Teaching & Learning channcl:

12.1 EYFS; Years 1 - 6:

e English
o Mathematics
e Scicnce
e History
e Geography
o FEconomics
e RE
e Computing
e Art
e Enginccring
o Music
e Mandarin
e Drama
o Dancc
e (Gamcsand PE
e PSHEE
12.2Y7 -Y13
e Artand Design
o (lassical Greek (Year 9 onwards)
e Computing
® Docsign & Technology (Resistant Matcrials)
e Drama
e English Language and Litcrature
e Food & Nutrition
e Gamcs and Physical Education
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e Geography
e Higher Project Qualification Level 2
e History
e Latin
o Mathematics (and Additional Mathcmatics)
Modern Forcign Languages (French, German, Mandarin and Spanish)
e Music
e Rdligious Studics
e Scicnces (Y7-Y8 General Science; Biology_, Chemistry and Physics in Y9, IGCSE and A
Level; and IGCSE Double Award Scicncee)

o Tcxtiles
o Activitics
e [RSHE

e Dialccric and Civics

12.3 Y12 — Y13 (additionally)

e DBusiness Studics

o (lassical Civilisation

e FEconomics

e Extended Project Qualification
e Politics

e Philosophy

13. Preparatory School Teaching & Learning Policy
(EYFS to Ycar 6)

13.1 The main aim of weaching within the Preparatory School is to provide pupils with the skills to
acquirc new knowledge and understanding and to develop and make good progress across all
subjecr arcas. Through excellent teaching, pupils are motivated to think and learn for themselves,

and good learning leads to positive and life-long changes in knowledge, behaviour and attitudes.

13.2 Lcaming is an active process, and cach learner must be an active participant. At Forest, we take
scriously our duty to develop in our pupils the skills and understanding required to become life-
long lcarners. We articulare and excrcise the belief that pupils do not have fixed ‘porential’, but
rather that they can scleet and realise individual goals through hard work and the deployment of

positive learning characreristics that arc further developed as they move up to the Senior School.

13.3 Buﬂding Learning Power

Our pedagogical practice aligns closcly with Building Learning Power, which aims to help
young people to help themselves become better learncers, develops pupils’ learning habits and

preparcs our pupils for a lifetime of learning,
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Building pupils as powerful learners:

. is bascd on a cohcrent picture of what it takes to be a good learner

. capitaliscs on previous learning-to-learn ideas

. grows a pupil’s learning characrer and habits

. devclops the appetite and ability to lcarn in different ways

. transforms the culture of the classroom and the climartc of the school

. shifts responsibility for learning to learn from the teacher to the learner
. cngages teachers and pupils creatively as rescarchers in learning

13.4 Ar Forest Prcpararory School we take pridc in constantl}? develo ping our practicc and wc have:

High cxpectations: We have high cxpectations of all lcarners both for behaviour and academic success.
We also hold high cxpectations of our staff to deliver excellent lessons to cnsure rigorous lcaming and

P['Ogl'CSS.

G[‘Cﬂt tC&Chng is kCY: WC kllOW El]ﬂt \Vil'hO ur grcar tCZlChC['S_, IlOl'hiﬂg ClSC marttcrs. TC&ChCl’S Imust havc

the time, profcssional tools, and resources to do their jobs cffccrivcl}?.

Structure liberares: We believe thar creativity flourishes within a structured academic environment.
Good lecarning docs not occur unless there is a safc and orderly environment both in and out of the

classroom.

We do whar it takes: It is our rask to close achicvement gaps. The faster we close these gaps, the
grcater the chance of academic success for our learners. We do what it takes to ensure that cach learner

makes the rapid progress within their capabilitics.

The wow factor: We all work harder when we are enjoying our work. It is our responsibility to ensure
that learncrs arc enjoying their lessons and intrinsically feel thar cach lesson is improving their chances

0 f SUCCCSS,

We plan to cnsurc academic success: We plan with cvery learner in mind; we plan cvery part of cach

lesson. Planning is the teacher’s tool to help them mect the needs of every learner.

We asscss and respond: Darta informs us; we usc it to understand and to respond to the needs of our

learners, Marking and assessment is the teacher’s personal communication with cach of their learners.

Questioning drives learner progress: It decpens learning and uncovers misconceptions. Teachers tell
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less and question morec.

High levels of litcracy and numeracy provide the foundations for academic success: We prioritisc

dCPEh bCfO[’C bl'C&Clth_, 50 that &H lCﬂ[‘llCl'S sSCaoure Hl'lll fOLlllClﬂtiOllS in English ancl Maths as carly as

possiblc.

Review, reflecr then re-tcach. We must provide opportunitics for learners to lcarn from their mistakes.

WC llCCCl to cnsurc l'l]ilt WC diagnosc problcms ﬂl"lCl thCIl ['C—tC&Ch and re-test bCfOl'C moving OIl O L'hC

ncxt ICVCI Of lCﬂ[’lliﬂg.

13.5 Tcaching and the Teachers’ rolcs

13.5.1 Each teacher has his or her own particular style of tcaching and cach tcacher must find their

own way of dclivcring the curriculum thar suits both them and the pupils rhcy tecach.

13.5.2 We cxpecr that all colleagues adhere to the principles outlined in the Teaching and Learning

Policy and the framework sct out in the ‘Forest Teacher'.

13.5.3 incorporating the following principlcs:

A sccure command of the subjeer marerial they are expected to teach.

Lessons should be planned incorporating a range of teaching methods and activitics which
cngage, motivate and challenge all pupils.

The Learning Objective of cach lesson is to be stated, cxplained and where appropriate,
displaycd.

Lessons should be well strucrured, for example, following the formar of a starter, main
activity and plenary.

High cxpecrations of pupil’s skills and progress.

Work should be differentiated to suit the range of abilitics in the class: cxercises thar allow
success and progress at different levels and which create opportunities for every pupil to be
successful should be employed.

Successful learning in a lesson may not always be recorded in written form. Evidence of
lcarning may be recorded through other means, such as, teacher obscrvations, photographs
and onlinc work.

Work should be marked, asscssments madc, and feedback given in line with the relevant
Prep School Teaching and Learning Guidelines found in the Staff Handbook. Thesc
assessments should feed into future planning,

The creation of a classroom cnvironment in which pupils can fecl confident and safe to
cxpress their ideas and thoughts is important.

incorporatc a range of cxperiences that respect fundamental British Values, such as

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of different

faiths and belicfs.
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In Pre-Prep stickers arc awarded for good work or progress. Thesc should be recorded on a
sticker chart which is displayed in cach Form Room. In the Prep- School, stars arc awarded
for good work or progress. Thesc arc marked clearly in exercisc books and recorded on a star
chart which is displaycd in cach Form Room. Sticker and star totals for cach Housc count

towards l'hC ['CSLllt 0{: El]C IIll'Cl'—HOLlSC Compctition ar EhC Clld Of C‘ElCl] tCcrim.

These should be adhered to in conjuncrion with the National Tecachers’ Standards as

published within the Forest School Staff Code of Conduct.

13.6 Tecacher Planning

13.6.1

In the Preparatory School we belicve that well-planned and thought-out lessons enhance the
lcarning cxpericnce for all pupils. Teachers mect in timetabled and protected time to discuss
their planning, The Teaching and Learning Leads and Depury Head Academic (Prep) have
oversight of tcacher planning. All teachers plan and asscss following the guidclines sct out in

the Preparatory School Staff Handbook.

13.6.2 Monitoring the Quality of Tcaching and Learning

PDE system is in place for individual tcachers involving lesson obscrvation by a mentor or
members of the Prep School Senior Leadership Team.

Subject Coordinators monitor the quality of tcaching and learning in their subject
throughout the year such as book looks, work scrutiny and lesson obscrvations and feedback
to teachers and Teaching and Learning Leads and Deputy Head Academic (Prep).
Tcaching and Lcarning Lecads and Depury Head Academic (Prep) monitor all planning,
assessments and reporting and the quality of teaching and learning,

Teaching and Learning Leads and Deputy Head Academic (Prep) organisc and cvaluate
annual cxternal asscssments.

The Head and Senior Deputy Head of the Preparatory School and the Head of Pre-Prep
liaisc with Tcaching and Learning Leads and Deputy Head Academic (Prep).
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