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2. Academic Curriculum Policy 

3. Aims of the Curriculum 



 

 

3.5 As the renowned educationalist, author and blogger Tom Sherrington puts it, the case for a 

‘knowledge-rich curriculum’ is also strong. Acquiring powerful knowledge is an end itself; we are all 

empowered through knowing things. This cannot be left to chance if we want to develop ‘rounded 
and grounded’ citizens with a host of strong character traits. And those citizens will indeed emerge 

from Forest when pupils are immersed in a knowledge-rich curriculum packed with experiences and 

driven by a strong set of values about what matters; a curriculum which has soul, moral purpose, 

and humanity.

Units of work are mapped in statements that detail the knowledge to be learned. We do not merely want 

to ‘do the Romans’; we want children to gain some specified knowledge of the Romans as well as a broad 
overview. Likewise, we want children to know specific things about plants and about the Amazon 

Rainforest: the Second World War: Romeo and Juliet and climate change: and thereby having more than 

a general sense of a topic through vaguely remembered knowledge encounters. 

Instead, a good knowledge-rich curriculum embraces central ideas from cognitive science about 

memory, forgetting and the power of retrieval practice. Knowledge needs to be stored in our pupils’ 
long-term memories so that they can later access and build on it, forming an ever wider and deeper 

understanding. Beyond the knowledge specified for each separate unit, such knowledge will be 

strategically sequenced, for example, within a timeline for historical events; a sense of the canon in 

literature; a sense of place, all to ensure a greater depth of understanding. 

4. The Academic Curriculum: EYFS to Y6 (The Preparatory School) 



 

 

5. The Academic Curriculum: Y7 to Y11 



 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/748474/181008_schools_statutory_guidance_final.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/748474/181008_schools_statutory_guidance_final.pdf


 

 



 

 

7. The Academic Curriculum: Y12-Y13 (Sixth Form) 



 

 

8. RSHE Curriculum 

9. Homework (Senior School) 
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9.5 

10. Preparatory School Homework (Prep) Guidance 

10.1 Rationale 
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10.2 Pre-Prep 



 

 

10.3 Years 3 to 6 



 

 

10.4 Guidelines for Homework/Prep 
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10.5 Use of the Internet 
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11. The Role of Parents 

12. Additional material 

12.1 EYFS; Years 1 – 6: 
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12.2 Y7 – Y13 
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13. Preparatory School Teaching & Learning Policy 
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